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EpucAaTiON AND TRAINING UPDATE

The increasing importance of clinical coding 372

Andrew Tatham outlines some of the uses of clinical
coding, which include health-care planning, resource
allocation, clinical governance and audit, and
emphasizes the need for hospital doctors to have an
interest in improving coding systems.

The importance of information 374
for frontline nurses

Jennie Negus highlights that providing high-quality

care on a ward needs skilled clinical and operational
leadership right at the point of care — information

that is relevant, reliable and real time is crucial to
achieve this.
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Management of first frimester miscarriage 380

Willem M Ankum summarizes current knowledge
about first trimester miscarriages from the clinician’s
perspective, discussing the epidemiology of
spontaneous miscarriage, its natural course and
clinical findings together with the diagnostic
management and therapeutic options.

Catastrophic antiphospholipid 384
(Asherson’s) syndrome
Ricard Cervera and Ronald A Asherson stress the

importance of understanding the basis and treatment
of catastrophic antiphospholipid syndrome.

Electronic fetal heart rate monitoring 388

Hina Gandhi and Lucy Kean describe the benefits
and criticisms of the use of electronic fetal heart rate
monitoring during labour, the pathophysiology and
care pathway based on the cardiotocogram features.

The reflective elective: using the elective to 409
develop medical students’ skills in career planning

Caroline Elton and Melanie Newport outline the
incorporation of a reflective careers assignment into
the elective module, to encourage career exploration.
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