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SURGICAL ANNIVERSARIES

Assisted dying: a time for change 432

Elaine Murphy states that the law needs to change
to allow terminally ill, mentally competent adults the
right to choose a medically-assisted death, subject to
a range of safeguards.

Assisted dying: no change in the law 434
is necessary

Patrick C Stone and Ollie Minton argue that
legalization of assisted suicide or euthanasia for a
few determined patients would be detrimental to the
good clinical care of the majority.

Access to cancer drugs: local autonomy 436
or local tyranny?

Jonathan Waxman calls for centralization of the
process of drug approval to stop the postcode lottery
and improve patient care.

CLiNicAL NEws

Including highlights of the European Congress of
Rheumatology meeting

SYmposium oN CRriTicAL CARE

Epidemiology of severe sepsis 442
in the intensive care unit

Jean-Louis Vincent and Hakan Korkut Atalan

look at some issues affecting the interpretation of
epidemiological data for severe sepsis.

Managing acute on chronic respiratory 444
failure: a guide fo non-invasive ventilation

JJP Goldring and JA Wedzicha outline the

management of acute-on-chronic respiratory failure,

a condition associated with high mortality rates,

using non-invasive ventilation.

Prevention of acute kidney injury 450

Stephan Brincat and Rachel Hilton discuss current
inferventions to prevent acute kidney injury and
review the evidence base for each.
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Anal fissure: a review 455

D Wray, S ljoz and S Lidder highlight the cardinal
points in the aetiology, pathogenesis and treatment
of anal fissures.

Assessment and management of 459
post-traumatic haemarthrosis of the knee

Daniel Shaerf and Ashis Banerjee give an update of
current recommended assessment and management
of post-traumatic haemarthrosis of the knee, and
discuss the pros and cons of arthroscopy and
magnetic resonance imaging.

Systemic sclerosis: an update for clinicians 464

Joseph Towne, master modeller in wax 471
Harold Ellis

EpucAaTiON AND TRAINING UPDATE

Using assessment to drive learning 472
by linkage to foundation year 2 appointment

Robert G Palmer, Jonathan Howes and Andrew
Whitehouse discuss the results of a study which used
assessment during foundation year 1 training fo
allocate foundation year 2 posts to trainees.
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Isolated olfactory nerve agenesis 474
Andrew J Carswell, David Whinney, Nick Hollings,

Philip Flanagan

Recurrent facial nerve palsy caused 475
by a facial cyst

Konstantinos Michalopoulos, Yogesh Baijaj,

David R Strachan

Multiple cranial nerve palsies as a result of 476
perineural invasion by squamous cell carcinoma
Weng Onn Chan, Simon Madge, Thomas J Dodd,
Braden Higgs, Garry Davis

Silent sinus syndrome: 478
a cause of enophthalmos

R Vaidhyanath, R Kenningham
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Conflict resolution: a guide for the M114
foundation year doctor

Deepali Trivedi, Savita Singh, Rachel Hooke
Ultrasound in the acute abdomen M116

Chris J Harvey, Jonathan L Hart, Claire R Lloyd

Providing effective pain management M120
Roger D Knaggs, David Scott, Rameen Shakur
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